The Bloody Assize
her as his wife, young Mr Evelyn was proud to set down
in his diary that he had ridden with her to St Germains,
when he went to kiss His Majesty's hand. They rode with
my Lord Wilmot in his coach, and it is clear that at this
date the King's pretty lady was received at Court, being a
woman of good family and one of the King's household
and the mother of his child. It was customary, as we
know, in the Courts of Europe of that day, and indeed
long afterwards, for such alliances to be recognized, and the
Queen Mother received Lucy, who was then, according to
Evelyn, " a brown, beautiful, bold, but insipid creature/7
and Her Majesty was always very kind to her little
grandson.
Evelyn is hopelessly wrong when he says Lucy was the
daughter of mean creatures; and her name was certainly
not Barlow, though she went by that name. It may seem
at first that these things cannot be of great import to the
story of the Bloody Assize, But, in fact, they are intimately
connected with it. For the simple people of the West of
England firmly believed that Lucy Walter was the true
wife of Charles IL and that her beautiful son was the real
heir to the English throne. The lying slanders of her
enemies declared she was a loose woman of low origin,
but the people of the West knew better* They knew that
she came of good British stock, and the belief that the
young king really married her abroad was not so absurd as
historians suggest. Indeed it is possibly true, and there
is evidence of it to go to the jury, though I by no means
think her case is proved.
Lucy was born in 1630, the same year as Charles IL,
probably at Rhosmarket, near Haverfordwest in Pembroke*
shire. The Great House at Rhosmarket seems to have
belonged to the Barlows or the Walters, or to one or other
of these families at different dates.
Mr Steinman, F.S.A., in the Althorp Memoirs prints a
very elaborate pedigree of Lucy Walter* He is the authority
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